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desert, because "steppe" sounds pedantic. Who ever
heard of anyone coming in and saying, "IVe been out in
the steppe to-day"?
The next thing about this "desert" is that it lies quite
high above sea level; the average height is about 2,000
feet. Yet many of the desert uplands are so flat that
you would never for a moment think that you were not
somewhere near sea level ; and the significance of this
comes in when you are landing an aeroplane in the desert,
as I shall explain later on. The desert, then, is a great
upland plateau; and if you can imagine it as a block about
450 miles long tilted up towards its western edge, you
will have a crude idea of what this section of the plateau
looks like.
The Air Mail Route may be likened to the string of
a bow with its back bent northwards and outlining the
more fertile grasslands which lie between the mountains
and the plains. The western edge of the plateau is tilted
up because this i» where the string joins the western end
of the bow. The eastern end of the-route stops short
of the eastern end of the bow which is formed by the
foothills of the Persian mountains.
Let us now climb up on to the top of Mount Nebo
(see Map V, p. 142), whence we are told that Moses was
allowed to see the Promised Land before he died at the
age of 120 years. To the westward of us lies the Jordan
Valley, about 10 miles away; and stretching to the south-
ward of it is the Dead Sea lying in its deep volcanic cleft,
some 1,300 feet below the level of the Mediterranean,
the "Great Sea" of olden times. To the south of us the
gnarled ridges of the Hills of Moab rise up in an endless
perspective. We are actually in the modern province
of Transjordan; and 20 miles away to the north-east lies

